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Medical Needs of Armed Forces Filled 
by Volunteers 


In a recent inquiry at the National Headquarters of 
Selective Service an NSBRO representative learned 
that there are now more doctors and dentists volun- 
teering for service than the armed forces are able 
to place. 


Because of the large number of volunteers, Selec- 
tive Service does not expect to call any doctors or 
dentists either this fiscal year (ending June 30, 1858) 
or next fiscal year. If calls should be necessary, the 
non-fathers under 26 would be called first. 

This information is of particular interest to I-A-Os 
(COs available for noncombatant service) who either 
have or are preparing for the medical profession and 
who ordinarily would serve in the medical corps of 
one of the armed services. The motivation behind 
the large number of volunteers seems to be a desire 
on the part of medical men to fulfill their required 
period of service before becoming established in a 
practice. 

The “Special Registrants’ Draft”, which was com- 
monly known as the “Doctors’ Draft”, expired on 
July 1, 1957. Shortly before the July 1 deadline 
President Hisenhower signed into existence an amend- 
ment to the “Regular Registrants’ Draft” giving the 
President authority to issue a special draft call for 
doctors only within the framework of the regular 
draft. Under the new law the doctors’ liability will 
only be to age thirty-five (consistent with the regular 
registrants’ draft) instead of the former age of forty- 
six. 


The new amendment in no way affects the CO 
registrant’s right to apply for a I-A-O or I-O classi- 
fication. This can still be done in the usual manner 


March Draft Call Set at 13,000 


The Department of Defense has asked for 13,000 
men to be delivered for induction by the Selective 
Service System in March, all for the Army. The call 
is the same as for the month of February. The Janu- 
ary call was for 10,000. 


The Department of Defense has indicated that it 
expects the calls to remain at least at the 13,000 
level for the remainder of the current fiscal year 
(ending June 30, 1958), a period during which the 
Armed Forces are engaged in reducing strength to 
reach new lower levels set last summer. The Armed 
Forces reported a decrease in total strength of 40,867 
from October 31 to a combined strength of 2,658,313 
on November 31, 1957. 


The latest figures available on the number of I-Ws 
indicate that as of December 1, 1957 there were 1,913 
at work and 5,125 released. The number of I-Ws at 
work decreased steadily during 1957. This was prob- 
ably due in part to the lower induction rates during 
1957, which ranged from 6,000 to 7,000 per month. 
With higher draft calls now temporarily in effect, 
the number of conscientious objectors assigned to 
civilian work projects can be expected to increase 
slightly. 





bearing in mind the liability until age thirty-five. 

The death of the “Doctors’ Draft” was prompted 
by the large number of medical volunteers plus the 
feeling that if any drafting is necessary, enough doc- 
tors will be caught in the so-called “big net” of the 
regular draft. The President’s new authority to issue 
a special draft call for doctors within the regular 
draft would only be exercised in an emergency short- 
age situation. 
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International Peace Project Begun 
in Morocco 


A service project is getting under way in Morocco 
as the first attempt to organize alternate civilian serv- 
ice at the international level for conscientious objec- 
tors, according to a news release from the Mennonite 
Central Committee. 


The project is directed by the newly-organized 
International Christian Service for Peace, composed 
of representatives of historic peace churches and 
European peace movements. ICSP was formed when 
it appeared that some western European nations would 
be favorable to civilian service in needy foreign 
countries by conscientious objector draftees in lieu 
of military service. 


The Rev. W. A. Visser’t Hooft, general secretary of 
the World Council of Churches, and members of the 
Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(Lutheran) overtured peace churches to set up such 
a program. 


Members of the ICSP administrative committee 
include Peter J. Dyck, director of the Mennonite 
Central Committee in Europe; M. R. Ziegler, Euro- 
pean director of the Brethren Service Commission; 
Richard Hertzler of the German Mennonite relief 
and peace committee; and Andre Trocme, inter- 
nationally known French pacifist and a secretary of 
the International Fellowship of Reconciliation. Future 
representatives of a consultative council may also in- 
clude the World Council of Churches and a Dutch 
peace group. 


The initial project is with the government agricul- 
tural improvement station at Oulmes, Morocco, where 
a team of European and American conscientious ob- 
jectors will help Moroccans with agricultural tech- 
niques. The station has pilot projects in crops, soil 
conservation, road building, dairy farming, orchards 
and sheep improvement. 


Morocco, which has been independent a_ short 
time, has a low economy and has recently been 
plagued by drought which is resulting in hunger, dis- 
content and urbanization (Moroccans have been pri- 
marily agricultural). 


Iowa State Law Restricts Employment 
for Co’s 


The Des Moines, Iowa Commission on Human 
Rights and Job Discrimination has urged the city’s 
civil service commission to stop asking applicants 
whether they ever were conscientious objectors. 

State law, however, requires that all cities with 
civil service systems get information of this kind from 
applicants for municipal employment. “In no case,” 
says the law, “shall any person be appointed or em- 
ployed in any capacity in the fire or police depart- 
ment, or any department which is governed by civil 
service, unless such person has not claimed exemption 
from military service on account of being a conscien- 
tious objector.” 


The Des Moines Register, in a recent editorial con- 
demning this unfairness in the law, declared, “The 
military services recognize the claim of conscientious 
objection as legitimate grounds for deferment. The 
Iowa law, however, classes it along with drug addic- 
tion, alcoholism, conviction of a felony and treason as 
mandatory grounds for denying a city job.” 


“The Iowa law goes back many years, and perhaps 
reflects the attitudes of another time. There is no 
good reason why it should be retained. Certainly the 
exercise of a person’s moral conviction should not 
automatically disqualify him from city employment.” 


The newspaper goes further by stating that the 
next general assembly ought to remove this discrimi- 
nation from Iowa’s civil service law. 


Wartime Pacifism Subject of 
Degree Thesis 


A study of pacifism during World War II in the 
Church of the Brethren served as the basis for a 
dissertation by Lorell Edgar Weiss for his University 
of Southern California doctorate in philosophy and 
sociology. 


Dr. Weiss is director of the Idaho Institute of 
Christian Education and wrote his thesis on socio- 
psychological factors in the pacifism of the Church. 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Recent Court Cases Involving COs 


Petition in behalf of Peter H. Green, 156 FedSupp 
174. Last October 23, 1957, the U. S. District Court 
for the Southern District of California reached the 
decision that it would not order Peter Green released 
from the U. S. Marine Corps. In reaching its decision, 
the Court recited that Green had voluntarily enlisted 
with his parents written consent on September 11, 
1956, and took the usual “boot” training; that he first 
disclosed his objection to military service on Janu- 
ary 28, 1957, to the Marine Corps Chaplain, and that 
his efforts to be released under Marine Corps Order 
1306.16 was disapproved all the way up the line to 
the Secretary of Defense. The Court pointed out that 
the Selective Service Law does not apply to volun- 
tary enlistees. The Court further said it had no 
jurisdiction in the matter because Green, as a volun- 
tary enlistee, was “not in custody or under restraint.” 
and that the Court had no say as to what duty he 
was assigned to by the Marine Corps. 


U. S. v. Neill, 248 F2d (7 cir, 10/11/57). The 7th 
Circuit Court of Appeals sustained the conviction of 
Edward Lee Neill, a Jehovah’s Witness, on October 
11, 1957. Neill had been given a I-O classification 
notwithstanding his appeal for ministerial classifica- 
tion. His local board in Iowa had ordered him to 
report for work at a hospital in Evanston, Illinois, 
and he refused to report. The questions involved in 
the case were: (1) In failing to report, did he violate 
the law in Iowa or in Illinois? (2) Did the local 
board violate procedural due process by altering the 
printed report form? On the first question, the Court 
followed the case of Johnston v. U. S., 351 U. S. 215, 
76 S. Ct. 739, the court stating that where there is 
a failure to do a legally required act, “The place 
fixed for its performance fixes the situs of the crime.” 
On the second question, the Court simply said that 
even though the local board may have been tech- 
nically wrong in changing the report form (by having 
Neill report directly to the Evanston Hospital instead 
of to the local board first), Neil had failed to show 
any harm or prejudice as a result of the alleged 


wrong. 


Sandner v. U. S., 248 F2d 361 (9 cir, 9/24/57). 
The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals sustained the con- 
viction of James C. Sandner, Jr., on September 24, 
1957, in a rather interesting and significant case. 
Sandner, a Jehovah’s Witness, had sought a I-O 
classification but had wound up in I-A after an FBI 


investigation and hearing. Then the Simmons-Gonzales 
decisions by the Supreme Court in 1954 caused his 
case to be re-opened. He appealed from the local 
board’s I-A classification but was granted no further 
FBI investigation or hearing. He simply got a copy 
of the resume and recommendation on the original 
FBI investigation, to which he replied by letter to 
the appeal board. He was given I-A, refused induc- 
tion, was indicted, tried and convicted. In sustaining 
the conviction, the Court said that. it was the duty 
of the registrant to show changed circumstances; that 
no new derogatory evidence was before the appeal 
board so there was no prejudice; and that “the grant- 
ing of a new hearing, where it is apparent on the face 
of the record that such a hearing would be futility, 
is not required.” 


It is hard to believe that this is sound reasoning 
or good law. Certainly the FBI investigation and 
Justice Department hearing have a two-fold purpose: 
to ferret out good as well as derogatory evidence. It 
should be remembered that an FBI investigation is 
made only if the Selective Service Board has ruled 
against the registrant. It should also be remembered 
that young men are subjected to the draft in their 
most developmental years and that significant changes 
can, and often do take place in the attitude of young 
men in their late teens and early twenties. About 
two years had elapsed since the prior investigation 
and hearing, and it is submitted that the Court should 
have required another investigation and hearing. 


Wartime Pacifism Subject of 
Degree Thesis 
(Continued from Page 2) 


Most significant, his study found, was “the contrast 
between official efforts of the Church to foster con- 
scientious objection, and the failure of its drafted 
men to claim it. Less than 10% chose the recom- 
mended alternative civilian public service rather 
than military service. Postwar, however, this per- 
centage increased slightly.” 


He said that this problem reflected “a wider social 
conflict within the Church. Two opposed trends ap- 
pear. One would push the Brethren toward assimila- 
tion into the general American society. The other 
seeks to retain certain nonconformist characteristics, 
redefine them and adapt them to the modern world.” 


Dr. Weiss, an educator and minister, has pastored 
Churches of the Brethren in Oregon, Indiana, and 
California, and now serves students at the Univer- 
sity of Idaho through the student center and school 
of religion. 





Tax Refuser Cites CO Status in 
Suit Against Government 


Milton Mayer, well-known writer and lecturer, has 
filed an appeal in the United States Circuit Court in 
San Francisco asking that court to review his tax 
suit against the government. In March of 1957 Fed- 
eral Judge Louis E. Goodman, in San Francisco, re- 
fused to hear his suit to recover one-half of his 1952 
income taxes which Mayer withheld in order not to 
compromise his position as a conscientious objector to 
war and preparation for war. The Internal Revenue 
Service had seized the funds on a warrant of distraint 
in 1955. 


The Carmel, California, author maintains that al- 
though he is not subject to the current draft act, his 
religious principles will not permit him to buy guns 
for other men to shoot. Mayer contends that at least 
50% of his federal income tax is expended to buy 
guns, atomic bombs, and other instruments of war. 


Mayer maintains that if he pays his income tax 
for war purposes, he will endanger his conscientious 
objector status in the eyes of the government. He 
points to some draft cases where the courts have 
held that a contribution to war in any substantial 


form, prior to a man’s conscription (as in a factory 
or farm which sold some of its products to the mili- 
tary), is in conflict with the claim of conscientious 
objection to military service. 


Mayer also maintains that the government is violat- 
ing the “freedom of worship” clause in the First 
Amendment to the U. S. Constitution by compelling 
him to pay for armaments against his religious beliefs. 


Frozen Fund Bill Assigned to 
Claims Subcommittee 


A bill (H.R. 9882) authorizing the expenditure of 
certain moneys earned by conscientious objectors 
during World War II for war rehabilitation work has 
been assigned to the Subcommittee on Claims of the 
House Judiciary Committee. 


Requests for reports and written opinions have 
been sent out to the various government agencies 
concerned by the Subcommittee on Claims. As soon 
as the government agencies return their reports, the 
Subcommittee will determine whether hearings are 
necessary to bring out additional facts and informa- 
tion. 


It is anticipated that a companion bill will be intro- 
duced in the Senate in the very near future similar 
to the one introduced in the House. This would have 
the effect of expediting the handling of the bill after 
it leaves the House since much of the same routine 
procedure is necessary in the Senate. 


As was reported in the January, 1958, issue of the 
Reporter this bill (H.R. 9882) would fulfill the con- 
tinuing trust responsibility of the government growing 
out of an agreement entered into during World War 
II. Should Congress decide to appropriate the $1,407,- 
976.96 which is involved, NSBRO would distribute 
the money to the religious agencies whose constit- 
uents originally earned the money, and who in turn 
will use it for war rehabilitation work. 


Anyone desiring further information concerning 
this bill should contact NSBRO’s Washington office. 
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